Noninvasive tests for cardiac risk stratification. Which ones are most prognostic?
Assessment of cardiac risk is an important factor in treatment decision making in patients with coronary artery disease. Once the initial diagnosis has been made, various cardiac tests can be used to obtain pertinent information about risk level and the appropriateness of medical versus more invasive treatments. In this overview, Dr Litchfield describes the available tests for assessing cardiac function and reviews data about the diagnostic accuracy and incremental prognostic value of the most commonly used tests.